ANNUAL REPORT
COALITION OF CIVIL ASSOCIATIONS
“ALL FOR FAIR TRIALS”
The Coalition of Civil Associations “All for Fair Trials” is a network of 17 civil associations which have
a common mission: “To monitor the respect for human rights and freedoms, particularly for
international standards of fair trial, through various forms of action seeking that their
implementation is improved, that institutional and legal reforms are initiated and that citizens’ trust
in the judiciary and other institutions is rebuilt”.

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
The Ordinary Annual Assembly of the Coalition “All for Fair Trials” took place on 09.10.2010.
The Annual Assembly took place in Kavadarci and during the Assembly the Annual
Programme and the 2009 Financial Report together with the Annual Financial Statement
were adopted. The Assembly authorized the Coalition President, Petre Mrkev, to undertake
all necessary activities to re-register the association in accordance with the latest Law on
Civil Associations and Foundations.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
During the period 09.10-10.10.2010 a two-day strategic planning session was held, led by
Zoran Stefanovski of the Centre for Institutional Development – CIRa. The strategic planning
session took place in Kavadarci and on the session the Coalition members revised the 20042009 Strategic Plan and set the framework for the 2010-2015 Strategic Plan.

RE-REGISTRATION OF THE COALITION ALL FOR FAIR TRIALS
On the basis of the provisions of the latest Law on Civil Associations and Foundations (Official
Gazette of the RM No.52/2010), the Coalition All for Fair Trials re-registered itself in November 2010.
The re-registration application was submitted on 10.11.2010 to the Central Register of the RM, and
the decision on re-registration was made on 17.11.2010.

Regional Training in EU Project Development and Management
The Regional Training in EU Project Development and Management was organised by TACSO and
held between 22 and 25 March 2010 in Istanbul; the Programme Director of the Coalition All for Fair
Trials, Slavica Dimitrievska, MA, was in attendance. The second part of the training was held
between 25 and 28 April in Zagreb, Republic of Croatia.

NATIONAL OFFICE OF THE COALITION ALL FOR FAIR TRIALS
PROJECT FOR MONITORING COURT CASES IN THE AREA OF TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN
BEINGS
The project for monitoring court cases in the area of trafficking in human beings, supported by the
American Embassy, was implemented in the period September 2009-April 2010.
After the identification of the cases in the area of trafficking in human beings and illegal migration,
monitoring began in Basic Court Skopje 1. In the course of 2009 the Project Coordinator also
monitored the publication of judgments on the basic courts’ websites. Judgments referred to
criminal acts “trafficking in human beings”, “smuggling of migrants” and “mediation in prostitution”.
18 cases were monitored by the project, as follows:
 Trafficking in human beings – 2 cases
 Smuggling of migrants – 9 cases
 Organised form of smuggling of migrants – 4 cases, and
 Mediation in prostitution – 3 cases.
With regard to the 18 cases monitored, the monitoring teams of the Coalition attended 51 hearings,
whereas proceedings were ongoing against 53 defendants.
Workshop in the Academy for Training of Judges and Public Prosecutors
In order to promote the information collected during this research as well as present it to the expert
public, a workshop was held by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) in the period
13.04.2009 - 15.04.2009 in the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors, where the Project
Coordinator of the project for monitoring court cases in the area of trafficking in human beings was
also invited.
32 representatives of the Public Prosecutors’ Office, police inspectors and representatives of the
Ministry of Justice attended the training titled “Technical Assistance for Capacity Building of Relevant
Authorities to Combat Organised Crime, Particularly Trafficking in Human Beings”.
Considering the profile of the attendees, the presentation of the Coalition focused on identification
of evidence necessary to enclose with the criminal charges, the differences between the testimonies
of defendants and the injured parties, as well as the differences in the characteristics between the
criminal acts “trafficking in human beings” and “mediation in prostitution”.

Press Conference/Informing the Public
A press conference was organised on 23 April 2010, at which the conclusions and recommendations
of the study were presented. At the same time, a press release was sent to all the media in the
country presenting the main findings that emerged during the implementation of the project. The
press release was published in the printed media.

MONITORING COURT CASES WHERE JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF CRIMINAL
ACTS DEFAMATION AND INSULT
The main project activity of this project is to monitor court cases where journalists have been
accused of the criminal acts of defamation and insult before the domestic courts in the Republic of
Macedonia as well as to monitor how far international standards for a fair and objective trial (Article
6 of the European Convention on Human Rights) and the freedom of expression (Article 10 of the
European Convention) are respected. The implementation of the project started in October 2010
and it will last until the end of September 2011. The project is financially supported by the
Foundation Open Society Institute – Macedonia and the Network Media Programme – London.
The period October – November 2010 was used to identify the criminal acts before domestic courts.
To that end letters were sent to all 26 basic courts in the Republic of Macedonia to obtain
information on ongoing cases. 45 cases against journalists for the criminal acts of defamation and
insult were monitored during the period October – December 2010. For the purposes of monitoring,
at the beginning of the project the Coalition organised training for new monitors.
Considering the fact that the main objective of the project is to make a comparison of the present
situation with that from 2006, according to the Law on Free Access to Public Information, in
November 2010 a request was submitted to the Ministry of Justice in order to obtain statistical data
about the criminal acts of defamation and insult against journalists.

CORRUPTION TRIAL MONITORING PROGARMME IN THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA - 2010
The objective of the project is to raise the awareness of the expert and wider public of the manner in
which the judiciary tackles corruption.
State institutions, particularly those working closely on the rule of law, and above all, corruption, are
directly affected.
The project monitored 154 criminal cases In the course of 2010, the majority of which were for
criminal acts “abuse of official position and power” and “fraud”. 18 interviews were conducted with
judges from Veles, Bitola, Strumica, Shtip and Kochani, and a workshop was also organised on the
topic “Combating Organised Crime and Corruption, a Comparative Overview of the Republic of
Croatia and the Republic of Macedonia”, where a prosecutor from the Republic of Croatia, Mr
Dragan Novosel, attended, as well as local experts such as: a representative of the Ministry of
Justice, Ms Mojsova, a representative of the State Commission for Preventing Corruption, Mr
Mojsoski, a representative of the Public Prosecutors' Office, Mr Ilievski, and a representative of the
Court of Appeal in Skopje, judge Naumova.
An analytical report to be published in February 2011 will be the end product of the project.
The project was financially supported by the American Embassy in Skopje and the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in the Republic of Macedonia.

JUDICIAL REFORM AND COURT EFFICIENCY ASSESSMENT
The purpose of the project is to strengthen the independence, efficiency and objectivity of the
judiciary of the Republic of Macedonia as well as to contribute to the proper implementation of
judicial reform as defined in the strategic documents for our country’s Euro-integration.
The activities implemented in 2010 were as follows: monitoring court proceedings, paying special
attention to the standards for a fair and objective trial according to Article 6 of the European
Convention on Human Rights, organising one workshop to be held in January 2011, where the
Croatian judge from the Supreme Court, judge Drago Kos, will be a guest speaker, and preparing an
analytical report on the basis of the information and data collected from monitoring.
This project also supported the organisation of the strategic planning session of the Coalition All for
Fair Trials for the period 2010-2015, which took place in Kavadarci between 9 and 10 October 2010.
The project was financially supported by Civil Rights Defenders (former Swedish Helsinki
Committee).

PUBLICITY AND TRANSPARENCY IN COURT PROCEEDINGS RELATING TO
ELECTION IRREGULARITIES
In the report of the project “Monitoring the Institutional Response to Election Irregularities”, apart
from an overview of the legal framework, procedures for exercising the active and passive electoral
right as well as legislation on implementing campaigns and elections, an analysis was made of the
roles of the institutions of the state apparatus in tackling election irregularities in the Republic of
Macedonia. The same report also makes an analysis of institutions’ acting, that is, the penal law
response to criminal and misdemeanour acts committed during the elections in June 2008 and the
municipal and presidential elections in 2009.
Considering the duration of most of the criminal cases that refer to election irregularities of the
elections held in June 2008, as well as the absence of indictments for criminal acts committed during
the elections of 2009, the Coalition “All for Fair Trials” implemented the project “Publicity and
Transparency in Court Proceedings in the Area of Election Irregularities”. A number of activities were
implemented under this project in order to obtain a clear picture of the processes of detection,
prosecution, proving, acting upon and sanctioning the perpetrators of criminal acts and
misdemenours related to the electoral process.
The project focused on court hearings for criminal acts concerning elections, monitored by the
network of monitors of the Coalition “All for Fair Trials”.
During February and March 2010 interviews were conducted with 7 judges (from the basic courts in
Skopje, Tetovo and Gostivar). The positions and comments of the judges interviewed were of great
help when formulating the comments and recommendations covered in this final report.
On 29.04.2010 a round table was held by the project “PUBLICITYAND TRANSPARENCY IN COURT
PROCEEDINGS RELATING TO ELECTION IRREGULARITIES”.
On 30.04.2010 a press conference was held to promote the Final Report of this Project. The project
“Publicity and Transparency in Court Proceedings Relating to Election Irregularities” was financially
supported by the OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission to Skopje and the Foundation Open Society
Institute - Macedonia.

HUMAN RIGHTS SUPPORT PROJECT
The Human Rights Support Project has been continuously implemented since 2004, and in 2010 it
was financially supported by the European Union, the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture and
the Open Society Institute from Budapest. The Coalition All for Fair Trials has implemented this
project in partnership with the Roma Rights Forum Arka of Kumanovo, the Centre for Civil Initiative
of Prilep, Izbor of Strumica and the Centre for Democratic Development of Tetovo. The basic
objective of the Project is to ensure equal access to justice to potential victims of police abuse or
torture by providing free legal assistance. Regarding the provision of free legal assistance to juveniles
who are potential victims of torture, in 2010 the Project cooperated with the First Children’s
Embassy in the World – Megjashi.
Under the project legal assistance was provided to 31 newly registered cases of police abuse on the
whole territory of the Republic of Macedonia, whereas 12 active cases of 2009 were monitored; in
2010 an attorney was also hired to provide free legal assistance in 3 court cases (2 cases of illtreatment while carrying out official duty and one case of inflicting a serious bodily injury). The
Coalition cooperated with the Roma Rights Association from Shtip, which is one of the members of
our network, regarding the court cases.

Apart from providing free legal assistance, the activities also included two training sessions for police
officers and two training sessions for prison officers, as well as visits to Police Stations Karposh and
Gazi Baba, the prison in Skopje and the penitentiary institution in Shtip.

On 24.02.2010 the 2009 Annual Report of the Human Rights Support Project was presented titled
“EFFICIENCY IN THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS WHERE POLICE POWERS ARE EXCEEDED”.
Towards the end of 2011, the 2010 Annual Report was prepared titled “Mechanisms for Human
Rights Protection in Cases Where Police Powers Have Been Exceeded”.

On 25.06.2010 a conference was organised on the occasion of the International Day in Support of
Victims of Torture, where the following were in attendance: the Ombudsman of the RM, Mr Idzet
Memeti, Ms Lidija Gavriloska, Director of the Directorate for Execution of Sanctions, Mr Dieter Thiel,
EU representative, Mr Sheldon Yett, UN representative, Gjorgji Jovanovski, Council of Europe
Information Office in Skopje, Tatjana Kajadziski, MoI Internal Control Sector representative and Toni
Menkinoski from the Helsinki Committee on Human Rights.

A study visit to Northern Ireland, Belfast, was organised between 23 and 28.05.2010 regarding police
and justice. Ms Anica Tomshich Stojkovska, Executive Director of the Coalition All for Fair Trials,
represented the Human Rights Support Project. During the visit meetings were held with the Police
Ombudsman of Northern Ireland, representatives of the police, a juvenile prison in Belfast, as well as
other representatives of the police and justice sector.

